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Order of Worship

CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL

October 4, 2026
5:00 p.m.



We welcome you to Christ Church Cathedral. Since 1839,
this Christian community has gathered for worship.

"??\\ The Cathedral is equipped with a hearing loop for assisted listening via telecoil.

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost

five o’clock in the evening
Tue Rev. CANON BRADLEY VARNELL
Celebrant

CHELSEA BERNER-TAYLOR, Cantor

Becky BaXTER, Music Coordinator and Harpist for The Well
Amy SAXTON-WIGGS, flautist
FraN KOINER, cellist

Good evening and welcome to The Well. The order of service has been adapted
10 observe the season of Pentecost. We are so glad that you are here.
Come close, draw near, and receive the grace of God.

OPrENING MusIC
TRADITIONAL ScoTTIsH TUNES
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

All stand for the opening prayer and hymn.

PRAYER FOR THE EVENING

In darkness and in light, in trouble and joy, help us, heavenly Father, to trust your love

without fear, to serve your purpose, and to praise your name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
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Text: Margaret Becker; Music: Keith Getty ~ Music © 2001, Thankyou Music ~ Reprinted by permission. Al rights reserved.
CCL # 11426131 and OneLicense.net #726591-A

COLLECT OF THE DAy

God of peace, sending your word vulnerable to a violent world: take from us the closed
fist of death; reveal to us the open arms of love that we might stumble and fall into your
hands, through Jesus Christ, our victim and our saviour. Amen.

Please be seated. Let us open our hearts to receive what the Spirit is saying to God’s people through hearing
of holy scriptures.

PsaLm 80:7-14 Qui regis Israel
Restore us, O God of hosts; *

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
You have brought a vine out of Egypt; *

you cast out the nations and planted it.
You prepared the ground for it; *

it took root and filled the land.
The mountains were covered by its shadow *

and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.



You stretched out its tendrils to the Sea *

and its branches to the River.
Why have you broken down its wall, *

so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?
The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, *

and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.
Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven;
behold and tend this vine; *

preserve what your right hand has planted.

All stand for the proclamation of the Gospel.

Tue Hory GOSPEL Matthew 21:33-46

Priest 'The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Peaple  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard,
put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it
to tenants and went to another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his
slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one,
killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and
they treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, “They will
respect my son.” But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, “This is the
heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” So they seized him, threw him out of
the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he
do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death,
and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.”
Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: “The stone that the builders
rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our
eyes? Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given
to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will
be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” When the chief priests
and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. They
wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.

Priest 'The Gospel of the Lord.
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Tae REFLECTION

Please remain seated.
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Text © SPCK, Holy Trinity Church, Marylebone Road, London NW14DU. ~ Music © 2005 Kevin Mayhew Ltd.
Reprinted by permission. Al rights reserved. CCL # 11426131; onelicense.net # 726591-A
Please stand.

THE NIceNE CREED

Let us join the tradition of the saints who have gone before us, affirming our faith
together by saying the ancient words of the Nicene Creed.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;



he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped
and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

INTERCESSIONS

7776 intercessor Sﬂyﬁ'

Lord God, in Jesus you came in the body. We thank you that you did not remain an idea,
but walked, wept, and washed feet among us. By your love, change us into living signs of
your work and will.

Through our lives and by our prayers, your kingdom come.

Lord God, in Jesus you touched the suffering, listened to the ignored, and bandaged the
broken with love and healed them. We believe that your power to heal is still present, so
on your help we call for all those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit. O Christ, put your
hands where our prayers beckon.

Through our lives and by our prayers, your kingdom come.

Lord God, in Jesus your body was broken by the cowardly and powerful. Take on the
powerful of the world today: those whose word sentences some to cruelty or unmerited
dismissal; those whose word transfers wealth or weapons for the sake of profit or prejudice;
those whose silence condones the injustice they have the power to change. O Savior of the
poor, liberate your people.

Through our lives and by our prayers, your kingdom come.

Lord God, by the authority of the Scripture we learn that we are the body of Christ. Make
us like you, that our souls may be the stained glass through which your light and purpose
bring beauty and meaning into the world.

Through our lives and by our prayers, your kingdom come.
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Your kingdom come in joy and generosity, in the small and the large, the ordinary and the
special, and to you be the glory now and always. Amen.

S1LENT PRAYER AND CANDLE LIGHTING

The Celebrant will be available to anoint with oil all those who wish to come forward for
healing prayer.

Following the Intercessions during the instrumental music, you are welcome to come forward
to light a votive candle as a symbol of your prayer. As we see others light candles, we recognize
that we are all carrying prayer concerns known to us alone, and we are reminded to treat one
another with kindness and care. Tapers and votives are located to the right of the altar and in
[front of the transept to the left. Please feel free to go to either of these places to light a candle.

ConcLubpING COLLECT

Gracious and loving God, may this room be a castle of prayer, a place of communion
with you, from which our prayers may flow out in love to the world. Amen.

CONFESSION
The Celebrant continues
You prepare a place for us; we refuse your invitation. Lord have mercy.

Lord have mercy.

Your table is open to all; we keep it for ourselves. Christ have mercy.
Christ have mercy.

Your welcome is wild; we are caged by fear. Lord have mercy.
Lord have mercy.

ABSOLUTION
The Celebrant says

Through the cross of Christ, God have mercy on you, pardon you and set you free.
Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. God strengthen you in all goodness and
keep you in life eternal. Amen.

THE PEACE
The Celebrant says

Here is food that satisfies, the taste of communion. Here is wine pouring free, the
washing away of fear. Here is life abundant, a table of peace for all. May this peace be
in us and among us, a sign of hope for a world renewed.

Celebrant 'The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People  And also with you.

The people greet one another in the name of the Lord.



10 support the ministry outreach of the
Cathedral, please scan to donate.

OFFERTORY HYMN
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Tune: HO RTHO RO, Alexander Sinclair, ©The Sir Hugh Roberton Trust - Roberton Publications ~ Words and arrangement by John L. Bell and
Graham Maule, OWGRG, Tona Community Glasgor, UK. ~ words and music from the lona Abbey Music Book ~ Reprinted by permission. Al rights reserved. CCL #11426131



The Holy Communion

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Celebrant 'The Lord be with you.

People  And also with you.

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.

People W lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Lifegiving God, your word speaks in the void, calling into being things that are not,
inviting us to share your work of creation.

We thank you for the ages long of gathering stars and cooling earth, of life evolving and
waking eyes of wonder. We thank you for the creatures with whom we share the world,
for their lives so different from our own and the richness they reveal. We thank you for
the Son of Man, formed from Mary’s flesh and nurtured by her faith; he walked the
growing earth and proclaimed a fearless kingdom of bird and lily, child and stranger,
the beggar and the blind. On the cross, he joined the labor of all creation’s yearning; in
his rising, he hallowed all flesh to bear the glory of God; he gives the brooding Spirit to
bring to birth a living hope.

Therefore, with all that has life through him with animals, and angels and all who hope
for a new creation, we share the song of love which sounds from all eternity:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

We ask that your Holy Spirit will fall upon us and upon these gifts that these fragile,
earthly things may be to us the body and blood of our lord and brother, Jesus Christ;
who, on the night that he was betrayed, gathered with his faltering friends for a meal
that tasted of freedom. Calling them to his table, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it
and said: “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this to remember me.” In the
same way after supper, he took the cup, saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my
blood. Do this, whenever you drink it, to remember me.” As on that night, so here and
now he offers himself in touch and taste beyond all words can hold.

Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.



Therefore, we come to him in whom all is created in heaven and on earth, whose cross and
resurrection make all things new. We offer this to you, asking you to smile upon the gift we
bring, for you alone are the Giver and Christ’s the gift through which we live once and for all.

Through him who was emptied to bear your fullness we make our prayer with all created life
to the glory of the God who fills all in all now and for ever. AMEN.

THE LoRrD’s PRAYER
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Celebrant We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ;

People  We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread.
Celebrant  Bread and wine; the gifts of God for the people of God.

Pegple  May we who share these gifts be found in Christ and Christ in us.

At the direction of the ushers you are invited to form a single line in the central aisle to receive Communion
in front of the altar. The sacrament of Holy Communion has been precious to Christians for 2,000 years. It is a way
in which many sense the reality of God’s forgiveness, our union with God and each other, and the eternal life to which
we belong. Please know that you do not have to be an Episcopalian to receive Communion. Receive the Bread in the
palm of your hand and the Wine either by drinking from the cup or by intinction, touching the Bread to the Wine.
Gluten-free Bread is available; simply ask. If you need Communion brought to you in the pew, please tell an usher.

The People stand.
PrRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Celebrant  Let us pray.

God revealed in the stranger’s approach and the bread of hospitality, in the message
of new life and the laughter of response: we thank you for this meal, this sharing in
yourself, and we pray that our communion might be broken apart for the world. Amen.
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THE BLESSING

God the Creator who loved us first and gave this world to be our home; God the
Redeemer who loves us and by dying and rising pioneered the way of freedom; God the

Sanctifier who spreads the divine love in our hearts, bless and keep you, this night and
always. Amen.
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Text: after H. Pink ©David Mowbray (born 1938)_~ Tune: KILMARNOCK ~ Music by N. Dougall (1776-1862)
Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net #A-726591

THE DismissaL

Deacon 'The Divine Spirit dwells in us.
People  Thanks be to God.

CLosING Music
TrADITIONAL ScoTTIisH TUNE
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Welcome
Sunday, October 4, 2026

Announcements

EMC: Thank You, and Make Your Pledge ® Thank you to everyone who made last
Sunday’s EMC Dinner & Skit such a joyful evening. As we begin our stewardship
season, please prayerfully consider your pledge for the coming year. Your commitment
helps the Cathedral plan faithfully for the worship, music, pastoral care, formation,
outreach, and welcome we share. Make your pledge at christchurchcathedral.org/give.

TODAY

Wednesdays in Mississippi Discussion Group ® Join this first of four Sunday-
evening conversations at 6:30 p.m. on Zoom. We will explore Debbie Z. Harwell’s
Wednesdays in Mississippi and consider what this remarkable history can teach us
about fear, faith, and building relationships. Email Ann Miller at ann.h.miller16@
gmail.com for the Zoom link.

Bradley’s Bonus Book Club ¢ This Wednesday, October 7, from 6:30-8 p.m. in the
Jeffers Conference Room, join Canon Bradley Varnell for a conversation about When
God Seems Distant by Kyle Strobel and John Coe. New readers are always welcome.

Come and See: Following Jesus in the Episcopal Church ¢ Sundays, Oct. 11-Now.
15, 12:45-2 p.m., McGehee Conference Room. Explore Christian faith and life in the
Episcopal tradition with Canon Bradley Varnell. Light lunch and childcare provided.
Registration required.

The Moveable Feast & Mes de la Herencia & Instruction in the Eucharist ® Sunday,
Oct. 11, beginning at 2:30 p.m. Join us for food, fellowship, and community in
conjunction with Mes de la Herencia Latina/Hispana. Stay afterward for Family-
Friendly Instruction in the Eucharist at 3:30 p.m.

Cathedral Office Phone ® 713-222-2593 | After-Hours Pastoral Care Line ® 713-826-5332

Sunday Worship

8 a.m., 9 am., 11 am., 1 p.m. en Espariol, 5 p.m.

Daily Worship — Monday through Friday
12:05 Noonday Prayer, Golding Chapel; with Eucharist Wednesdays



