CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL
HOUSTON, TEXAS

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
October 4, 2026

11 a.m.

We welcome you to Christ Church Cathedral. Since 1839, this
Christian community has gathered for worship. 1o learn more about
the ministries we share in this place, you are invited to fill out one of the

welcome cards found in the pew rack. We are glad you are here!

9?\\ The Cathedral is equipped with a hearing loop for assisted listening via telecoil.

The Holy Eucharist: Rite One

THE VERY REvV. NATHANIEL KaTZ, Dean
Celebrant

The Liturgy is found in The Book of Common Prayer (BCP).
Hymns and service music (S) are in The Hymnal 1982.

OPENING VOLUNTARY
Rhapsody in D-flat major, Op. 17 Herbert Howells (1892-1983)

Hymn 405 Royal Oak

The Word of God

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. ~ BCP page 323
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY AND THE SUMMARY
GLORIA Missa Secunda Hans Leo Hassler (1564-1612)

THE CoLLECT OF THE DAy

Celebrant  'The Lord be with you.
People And with thy spirit.
Celebrant  Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, who art always more ready to hear than we to pray,
and art wont to give more than either we desire or deserve: Pour down upon us the
abundance of thy mercy, forgiving us those things whereof our conscience is afraid,
and giving us those good things which we are not worthy to ask, but through the
merits and mediation of Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord; who liveth and reigneth

with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

TuEe FirsT LESsoON Isaiah 5:1-7

Reader  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.



PsaLm 80: 7-14

Qui regis Israel
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7 Restore us, O | God of | hosts; *

show the light of your | countenance ® and | we shall * be | saved.

8 You have brought a | vine ® out of | Egypt; *
you | cast out ® the | nations ® and | planted it.

9 You pre | pared the | ground for it; *
it took | root and | filled the | land.

10 The mountains were | covered ® by its | shadow *
and the towering | cedar | trees ® by its | boughs.

11 You stretched out its | tendrils ® to the | Sea *
and its | branches | to the | River.
12 Why have you broken | down its | wall, *
so that all who| pass by | pluck off * its | grapes?

13 The wild boar of the | forest * has | ravaged it, *
and the beasts of the | field have | grazed u | pon it.

14 Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; behold and | tend

this | vine;
Pre | serve what ® your | right hand ® has | planted.

THE SECcOND LESsON

Reader  The Word of the Lord.
People  'Thanks be to God.

Philippians 3:4b-14

SEQUENCE A Repeating Alleluia Calvin Hampton (1938-1984)
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Tue Hory GoOsPEL

Matthew 21:33-46

Deacon  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.

People Glory be to thee, O Lord.
After the Gospel reading, the Deacon says

The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise be to thee, O Christ.

THE SERMON The Rev. Canon Bradley Varnell

Tue NiceNE CREED
Tue PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Tue CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

page 326
Form VI, page 392

page 393



TuE PEACE

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And with thy spirit.

The People greet one another in the name of the Lord, after which
the people are seated for brief announcements.

The Holy Communion

Offerings of alms and bread and wine are received.

AT THE OFFERTORY Calvin Hampton (1938-1984)
ANTHEM, My Shepherd Will Supply My Need

Text may be found in The Hymnal 1982, Hymn 664.
Chelsea Berner-1aylor and Ben McGee, soloists

TuaE GREAT THANKSGIVING Eucharistic Prayer II, page 340
Sursum Corpa S 112

SANcTUS Missa Secunda Hans Leo Hassler
THE EucHARISTIC PRAYER CONTINUES page 341

FracTION ANTHEM
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Celebrant Al - le - lu - fg. Christ our Pass - o - ver I8 sac - 1 - ficed lor s
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People There-fore  let  us  keep the feast Al-le-ln - ia.
AcNus DE1 Missa Secunda Hans Leo Hassler

The sacrament of Holy Communion has been precious to Christians for 2,000 years. It is
a way in which many sense the reality of God’s forgiveness, our union with God and each
other, and the eternal life to which we belong. Please know that you do not have ro be an
Episcopalian ro receive Communion. To receive, you may kneel or stand at the altar rail.
Receive the Bread in the palm of your hand and the Wine either by drinking from the cup
or by intinction, touching the Bread to the Wine. Gluten-free Bread is available; simply ask
at the altar rail. If you need Communion brought to you in the pew, please tell an usher.

AT THE ADMINISTRATION
ComMmuNION HYMN 458 Love Unknown

CoMMUNION HYmN 424 East Acklam

When Lay Eucharistic Visitors take the Sacrament to members of our Cathedral family:

Celebrant  In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these
holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the
communion of Christ’s body and blood.

Peaple We who are many are one body, because we all share one
bread, one cup.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION page 339



THE BLESSING
Hymn 400 verses 1, 4, 5, and 7 Lasst uns erfreuen

TaE DisMIssAL

Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

CLOSING VOLUNTARY
Tuba Tune C.S. Lang (1891-1971)

Cathedral tours, highlighting the history of our beautiful building, are given
by a Cathedral Tour Guide each Sunday following the 11 oclock service.
Join the guide under the Crucifixion Window at the rear of the nave.

Readings this Week from the Revised Common Lectionary

THE OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 5:1-7

Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My beloved
had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. He dug it and cleared it of stones, and
planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed
out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes.
And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and
my vineyard. What more was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done
in it? When I expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? And now
I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall
be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. I will
make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with
briers and thorns; I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon
it. For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people
of Judah are his pleasant planting; he expected justice, but saw bloodshed;
righteousness, but heard a cry!

THE EpPISTLE Philippians 3:4b-14

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised
on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a
Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. Yet whatever gains I had,
these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I regard
everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my
Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as
rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through
faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know
Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by
becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from
the dead. Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal;
but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own.
Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do:
forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on
toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.



Tue GOSPEL Matthew 21:33-46

Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a
vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower.
Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. When the harvest
time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But the
tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again
he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way.
Finally he sent his son to them, saying, “They will respect my son.” But when the
tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, “This is the heir; come, let us kill
him and get his inheritance.” So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard,
and killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do
to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable
death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at
the harvest time.” Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:
“The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the
Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? Therefore I tell you, the kingdom
of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces the
fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces;
and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” When the chief priests and the
Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about them.
They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded
him as a prophet.

The Book of Remembrance
This week we remember John Edward Binford
and Priscilla Downum Watkins.

The Beauty of Flowers
The flowers on the Cathedral Altar are given to the glory of God and in loving
memory of Lisa Ardoin Albright by Anne, Brynne, Joe II, and Joe Albright.




Welcome
Sunday, October 4, 2026
Announcements

EMC: Thank You, and Make Your Pledge ® Thank you to everyone who
made last Sunday’s EMC Dinner & Skit such a joyful evening. As we begin
our stewardship season, please prayerfully consider your pledge for the
coming year. Your commitment helps the Cathedral plan faithfully for the
worship, music, pastoral care, formation, outreach, and welcome we share.

Make your pledge at christchurchcathedral.org/give.

0,
0‘0

TODAY

Mes de la Herencia Latina/Hispana: Food & Learning ® Join us today
from 2:30—4 p.m. in Reynolds Hall for food and fellowship, along with
“Learning about Dementia,” presented by Amazing Place. Todos son
bienvenidos. All are welcome!

Blessing of the Animals ® Bring your animal companions to the Cathedral
today from 4-5 p.m. in Sanders Hall for our annual Blessing of the Animals.
All creatures and all people are welcome. Free; no registration required.

Wednesdays in Mississippi Discussion Group ® Join this first of four
Sunday-evening conversations at 6:30 p.m. on Zoom. We will explore
Debbie Z. Harwell’s Wednesdays in Mississippi and consider what this
remarkable history can teach us about fear, faith, and building relationships.
Email Ann Miller at ann.h.miller]l 6@gmail.com for the Zoom link.

Bradley’s Bonus Book Club ¢ This Wednesday, October 7, from 6:30-8
p.m. in the Jeffers Conference Room, join Canon Bradley Varnell for a
conversation about When God Seems Distant by Kyle Strobel and John Coe.
New readers are always welcome.

Come and See: Following Jesus in the Episcopal Church ® Sundays, Oct.
11-Nov. 15, 12:45-2 p.m., McGehee Conference Room. Explore Christian
faith and life in the Episcopal tradition with Canon Bradley Varnell. Light
lunch and childcare provided. Registration required.

The Moveable Feast & Mes de la Herencia & Instruction in the Eucharist ®
Sunday, Oct. 11, beginning at 2:30 p.m. Join us for food, fellowship, and
community in conjunction with Mes de la Herencia Latina/Hispana. Stay
afterward for Family-Friendly Instruction in the Eucharist at 3:30 p.m.

Looking for Children’s Ministry? ® Follow Agnus to childcare
for infants (6 weeks—5 yrs) on the 1st floor of the Jones Building,
or enjoy some time on the Huffington Playground. Questions?
Contact KariAnn Lessner at kalessner@christchurchcathedral.org |

Cathedral Office Phone ® 713-222-2593 | After-Hours Pastoral Care Line ® 713-826-5332

Sunday Worship

8 a.m., 9am.,, 11 am., 1 p.m. en Espariol, 5 p.m.

Daily Worship — Monday through Friday
12:05 Noonday Prayer, Golding Chapel; with Eucharist Wednesdays



