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— For I Am With You —

Stewardshlp Steppmg
forward in faith

BRUCE MCDONALD,
CHAIR OF THE STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL
As we begin our Every Member Canvass
pledge campaign for 2027, we are invited to
reflect on what it means to trust God with
our lives, our time, and our resources. Stew-
ardship is not just meeting a budget or keep-
ing the lights on. We are, individually and in

with grateful hearts and participating in
God’s work through the life of our parish.
The prophet Isaiah offers these comforting
words: “Do not fear, for I am with you; do not
be afraid, for I am your God. I will strengthen
you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my
victorious right hand” (Isaiah 41:10). These
words were first spoken to a people facing

common, responding to God’s faithfulness
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The Sermon on the Mount
— A Bible study

The Cathedral offers many opportunities to dive
deeper into Scripture. This fall, were adding another!
You're invited to spend time with one of the most fa-
miliar—and most challenging—passages in Scripture:
Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5-7. Across
these three chapters, Jesus speaks about blessing,
prayer, forgiveness, anger, generosity, worry, judgment,
love of enemies, and the life of faith.

Many of us know individual phrases from this
sermon: “Blessed are the peacemakers,” “You are the
light of the world,” “Love your enemies,” and “Do not
worry about tomorrow.” Yet hearing these sayings
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Bjergpraediken (Sermon on the Mount),
Carl Bloch, 1877

The Dean’s Hour: Fall
Series Preview — Prayer
in the Episcopal Tradition

This fall, I will lead a five-week Dean’s
Hour series exploring prayer in the Epis-
copal tradition. Prayer is at the heart of
our life with God, yet many of us still
wonder what prayer is, why it matters,
and how we might enter it more deeply.

Together, we will
consider why we pray,
examine several dis-
tinct methods of prayer,
and reflect on the ways
prayer shapes our faith
and daily lives. Wheth-
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find difficult, this series will offer practi-
cal guidance, theological reflection, and
space to learn together.

Our tradition offers us a rich treasury
of prayer—from the familiar words of
the Book of Common Prayer to silence,
contemplation, Scripture, and prayer ex-
pressed through our daily lives. We will
look at how these practices can sustain
us in times of joy and uncertainty, help-
ing us recognize God’s presence in both
the extraordinary and the everyday.

My hope is that we will come away
with a richer understanding of how
prayer draws us closer to God, reveals
more fully who we are, and helps us
see and respond to the world around
us with greater clarity, compassion, and
faithfulness.

SEPT. 27, The Who, What and Why of
Prayer: This session will introduce our
series by addressing the fundamental
role of prayer in our relationship with
God. We will lay the groundwork for the
following weeks when we look at differ-
ent modes and methods of prayer.

OcT. 4, Prayer by the Book: We look at
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OUR CATHEDRAL FAMILY

We extend heartfelt sympathy to
¥ the family of Barbara Manly, who passed away on August 9, 2026.

The flowers on the Cathedral Altar

¥ on September 6 are given to the glory of God and in loving memory
of Rachel and R. J. Ankrom by their family.

¥ on September 20 are given to the glory of God and in loving memory
of their parents Walter Charles Williams, Helen Manning Williams,
Dell Charles Toedt, and Gloria Miletich Toedt, and her brother David
Ilya Toedt by Charles and Martha Williams.

¥ on September 27 are given to the glory of God in loving memory of David
Simpson and H'ie Simpson by the Simpson and Willeford families.

In the Cloister Gallery:
Works by Oluseyi Soyege

Cloister gallery exhibit through October
10. Nigerian-born artist whose practice
explores identity, connection, resilience,
and the human experience through
vibrant mixed-media compositions. His
work combines African fabrics, paper,
acrylic, nails, and thread to create layered
figures and environments that reflect the
complexity of contemporary life.

His use of fabric and thread is particularly
significant, representing the ways individ-
ual lives, memories, and communities are
interconnected.

Parishioners sign up during
the month of September and
meet their group in October.
These groups then meet
outside the Cathedral for
conversation and fellowship.

Groups include both longtime
members and newcomers,
offering an opportunity
to build relationships and
become more connected to the
Cathedral community.

To learn more or sign up,
contact Elizabeth Cuevas at
ecuevas@
christchurchcathedral.org.
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Hispanic Heritage Month
El Mes de la Herencia Hispana

Hispanic Heritage Month is celebrated in the United :
- dos Unidos del 15 de septiembre al 15 de octubre. Aqui

States from September 15 through October 15. Here
at the Cathedral, Latino contributions have been an

essential part of our ethos since the 2000s. We do, :

however, join this nationwide celebration and take this
month to create intentional opportunities for our en-
tire Cathedral community to celebrate Hispanic Her-
itage Month by highlighting the gifts, traditions, and
faith of our Latino community.

Throughout Hispanic Heritage Month, our Sundays
will have a special touch of Latino culture and cele-
bration. We will highlight Latino voices during Dean’s
Hour on Sundays, September 13 and 20. You are also

invited to participate in special Latino Ministry Recep-
tions following the 1 p.m. service on Sundays through-

out the month. Each Sunday will offer something a

little different, including special collaborations with

other Cathedral ministries, Loteria, mariachis, lots of

food, dancing, and other opportunities to celebrate :
¢ da, baile y otras oportunidades para celebrar juntos.

together.

El Mes de la Herencia Hispana se celebra en los Esta-

en la Catedral, las contribuciones de la comunidad lati-
na son una parte esencial de nuestra identidad y lo han
sido desde el afio 2000. Al mismo tiempo, nos unimos

. a esta celebracion nacional y aprovechamos este mes
. para crear oportunidades intencionales para que toda

nuestra comunidad de la Catedral celebre el Mes de la

{ Herencia Hispana, destacando los dones, las tradiciones

y la fe de nuestra comunidad latina.
Durante el Mes de la Herencia Hispana, los domin-

- gos tendrdn un toque especial de cultura y celebracion

latina. Tendremos voces latinas durante la Hora del De-
cano (Dean’s Hour) los domingos 13 y 20 de septiembre.
También les invitamos a participar en las recepciones es-
peciales del Ministerio Latino después del servicio de la
1 p. m. durante todo el mes. Cada domingo ofrecerd algo
diferente, como colaboraciones especiales con otros min-
isterios de la Catedral, Loteria, mariachis, mucha comi-
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written prayer as a source of comfort and guidance in
seeking a deeper relationship with God. The Book of
Common Prayer will be our natural launching point for
looking at various sources of prayers that can support
us in the ever-changing seasons of spiritual life.

OcT. 11, Praying with Scripture: We focus our atten-
tion on the Bible as a sacred tool in our prayer tool-
box. Holy Scripture provides us with instruction about
prayer, examples of what prayer looks like (or doesn’t),
and includes iconic prayers that shape the landscape of
our prayer lives.

Oct. 18, Praying with Our Senses: God bestowed upon
us the gift of senses that we use to engage with the world.

New staff Q&A

Evangeline Wayne

COORDINATOR FOR WORSHIP AND MUSIC

What excites you most about joining
the Cathedral community?

As a lifelong Episcopalian, | am most excited about
joining the Cathedral community because it allows me

to continue my journey of “faith with works”, by assisting
church leadership in accomplishing great things on behalf
of the church, which includes ministry that benefits the

They also function as a way for us to be in relationship community directly as well as championing the church’s charitable causes. My
with God. We will look at various methods of prayer that hobbies include reading, writing, visiting historical places, and watching sports.
use our senses to find our way into communion with the

divine. If you could instantly become an expert at one skill, what would it be?

Oct. 25, Praying Through Art: God has bestowed upon If I could instantly become an expert at one skill it would be piloting an airplane. |
us the ability to be creators ourselves. We look at the ways have traveled frequently since an early age and would love to continue becoming

that human beings use their creative capacity to find our acquainted with the many destinations on one of God’s planets — Earth.
way to communion with God within and without.

Texts for Further Study

Over the course of the series, I will reference two books
that offer very different styles of introducing prayer.
These texts, along with a range of books recommended
by our ministry staff, will be available in the Cathedral
Bookstore to use throughout the series and beyond.

If you could meet and talk with one person, living or dead, who would it be?

I'd love to meet Harriet Tubman to learn about her experience,
specifically the intrigues of the Underground Railroad and how much
she relied on her faith in God during those dangerous journeys.

Lizet Macedo

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT TO THE LATINO MINISTRY

Learning Learning to Pray: A Guide for

telslay Everyone by James Martin, SJ: An
- engaging

and comprehensive introduction to

a wide spectrum of prayer practices

within the Christian tradition.

Help, Thanks, Wow by Anne Lamott:
A reflective examination of prayer in
the context of daily life with all the
humor and humanity that Lamott

brings to her writings on Christian
faith and life.

ANNE
LAMOTT

What excites you most about joining the Cathedral community?

I am looking forward to working with a new team,
gaining exposure to different perspectives and
making a real impact in the community | serve.

If you could instantly become an expert
at one skill, what would it be?

If I could master a set of skills, | would choose auto repair — | would save tons of money!
If you could meet and talk with one person, living or dead, who would it be?

I'would choose Princess Diana. | can imagine she would have a lot to tell.

Cathedral Neighborhood Fall Gatherings

Gatherings are hosted by parishioners through-
out the Houston area, with four gatherings
planned in different neighborhoods. Each eve-
ning will be from 6-7:30 p.m. and will include
drinks, snacks, conversation, and plenty of time
to get to know one another.

Neighborhood Gatherings are more than a
chance to socialize. They are an opportunity to
meet the hosts, hear their stories, and discover
how their faith shapes the ways they serve at the
Cathedral and in the community It is also a way

for them to get to know you.

It is an opportunity to spend time with clergy
and staff in a more personal setting, and learn
more about what inspires their ministry.

We would love to hear from you if you're inter-
ested in hosting.

We hope these gatherings will be a place where
everyone can come as they are, find something
that feeds their heart and soul, and perhaps take a
little something extra to share with others. There
is room at the table for everyone.
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Jerusalem Peacebuilders and more Author Bret Anthony Johnston

and Canon Vamell at the

Cathedral Reads finale.
I N P I CTU R Es Below: Blake Bumns (left), Houston site coordinator for

Jerusalem Peacebuilders, with JPB participants.

Above: Jerusalem Peacebuilders participants join the Cathedral for worship.

Below: Back to School Blessing.
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Memories of the
World Trade Center:
Loss, recovery,
and grace

MARK JOHNSON

On Thursday, September 10, 2026, New
York Law School will host “Remembrance,
Resilience, and the Future of Lower Manhat-
tan,” bringing together leaders involved in the
area’s recovery to honor those lost, reflect on
the rebuilding, and consider the enduring les-
sons of September 11, 2001.

I am grateful to share with my friends at
Christ Church Cathedral that three of my
photographs have been selected for the law
school’s September 11 memorial: Brooklyn
Bridge Snowfall, 1976; Downtown View from
Olympic Tower, 1975; and World Trade Center
North Tower/Bent Propeller Sculpture, 1975.

I grew up in Brooklyn and watched the
World Trade Center take shape. On walks
with my father, an NBC sound technician, I
visited Radio Row, where the towers would
be built. Later, we watched from the closed
West Side Highway as they rose from the
excavation.

My interest in photography began at Fort
Hamilton High School. At 16, I made “The
City, a 16mm short screened at Columbia
University’s 1973 Film Festival on the Built
Environment. From 1975 to 1976, I operated
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BRET ANTHONY JOHNSTON LEADS SHORT-STORY WORKSHOP.

a Manhattan studio. I later studied at Middle

Tennessee State University and worked for
the Murfreesboro Daily News Journal be-
fore spending 16 years with BMC Software in
Houston.

The attacks on 9/11 became intertwined
with a difficult chapter of my life. My boyhood
friend Chuck worked near the World Trade
Center, and I spent three anxious days try-
ing to reach him before learning he was safe.
The tragedy became more personal when my
friend Brian Rooney told me that his broth-
er, Aon executive Sean Rooney, had died in
the North Tower. Only then did I break down
and weep over September 11.

Two months later, I

was  among

approximately 400 BMC employees laid off,
followed by 14 months of unemployment.
While watching a September 11 documen-
tary, I remembered my photograph of the
North Tower behind Alexander Calder’s red
sculpture. Its red, white, and blue tones—and
the sculpture’s resemblance to flames—linked
the tragedy to my abandoned photographic
ambitions. At this very low point of my life, I
confronted my alcoholism. On May 23, 2002,
I attended my first Alcoholics Anonymous
meeting and began my life in sobriety.

I later worked with photographer Joe Aker,
who taught me the business of architectural
photography. My technology background
supported scanning and digital production.

In 2008, I established the photography busi-
ness I continue today. Now sober for more
than 24 years, I have built the career I imag-
ined as a teenager.

I am honored that my works will become a
permanent part of the law school’s September
11 memorial. These photographs are more
than records of buildings; they preserve mem-
ories of my father, friendship, loss, recovery,
and grace. I offer them in remembrance of
those who were lost and in gratitude for those
who have the courage to rebuild places, com-
munities, and lives.

Mark Johnson is a longtime member and pro-
fessional photographer.
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Bridge/
Rummikub
Game Night

Join Cathedral parishioners on the first Friday of
the month to play Bridge or Rummikub. If you're a
seasoned Bridge player or want in on a game night and
Rummikub is more your speed, this is the perfect event!
Bring a snack to share and enjoy a fun night of games.

New? No worries. There is a table for beginners with
Rick Newlin who will be teaching you how to play.

Email Minister for Community Life Elizabeth Cuevas
at ecuevas@christchurchcathedral.org
for more details.
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uncertainty and change. They remain just as
meaningful today. We all encounter moments
of anxiety—about our families, ourselves, the
future, and our finances. God reminds us that
fear is not our guide. Instead, we are called to
live with confidence in God’s love, presence,
and provision.

Stewardship and giving are not always about
money. We would not be in community if we
were not also giving very personally of our-
selves, our time, and our talents.. But much of
what we do as the Church requires financial
support. Our goal is to encourage every pa-
rishioner to make a pledge that will not only
sustain Christ Church and its ministries in
the year ahead, but also help us grow. We are a
unique institution with a legacy of communi-
ty transformation, vibrant worship, and social
justice advocacy. Our community and our city
need our witness. Those around us need the

We are a unique institution

with a legacy of community
transformation, vibrant worship,
and social justice advocacy.

good news of the Gospel, that we are loved by God and called to live an abundant

life full of love, joy, hope, peace, and generosity.

We are not generous only when we are certain about tomorrow. We are generous
because we are certain about God’s faithfulness. Please help us to answer the call to
be neighbors who embody God’s love with mercy and compassion.

In our Christ Church tradition, this year we will kick off the Every Member
Canvass with our EMC skit and dinner on September 27. We will celebrate the
conclusion of the pledge drive with Ingathering Sunday and lunch on November
15. Everyone is warmly invited to join us for these joyful community gatherings.

Come to
the Table

In 2007, nearly two decades ago, Christ
Church Cathedral established Cathedral
Health Ministries to serve our neighbors
experiencing homelessness. Now known as
The Beacon, that ministry has grown to serve

thousands of men and

COMETO THE women each year, offering
TABLE hot meals, showers, laun-
September 17 dry, supportive services,

and civil legal aid, all aimed
at helping people find their way home.

The Beacon will hold its annual gala, Come
to the Table, on Thursday, September 17. The
cocktail reception will be held in Reynolds
Hall at the Cathedral at 5:30 p.m., followed by

a seated dinner at 7 p.m.

What makes this evening especially mean-
ingful is where it happens: at The Beacon’s
Day Center, the very space where, five days
a week, 200 to 300 guests receive home-
made breakfast and lunch, a shower, clean
laundry, and connections to resources that
can change the course of their lives. For one
night, that same room becomes the setting for
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a celebration of hope.

Guests will enjoy dishes prepared by an
extraordinary committee of Houston chefs:
Maurizio Ferrarese (Remi at Hotel Grandu-
ca), Christine Ha (Owner and Executive Chef
of The Blind Goat and Stuffed Belly), Hugo
Ortega (H Town Restaurant Group: Back-
street, Caracol, Hugo’s, URBE, Xochi, Zaran-
da), and Claire Smith (chréma). The evening

will also feature a live and silent auction and
a program featuring an impactful testimonial
from a recent Brigid's Hope graduate, sharing
firsthand how The Beacon’s programming has
transformed her life.

Tickets and tables are available online (secure.
qgiv.com/event/cttt2026/), or by contacting Sara
Martinez at smartinez@beaconhomeless.org.



CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Visit christchurchcathedral.org or call 713-222-2593 to learn more about these and other events at the Cathedral.

® Registration recommended

SEPTEMBER

SEPT 4

Bridge and Rummikub Night
6:30-9:30 p.m.A casual evening of games,
snacks to share, and good company.

SEP 6

Labor Day Weekend Baptisms
During Sunday worship. Celebrate
the sacrament of Holy Baptism
during Labor Day weekend at the
Cathedral.

SEP 6

Frozen Treats & Fellowship Sunday

10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Gather for frozen
treats and fellowship between Cathedral
services.

SEP 13

Dean’s Hour: Mes de la Herencia

10 a.m., Reynolds Hall. Join the first of a
two-part Dean’s Hour series celebrating
Mes de la Herencia.

Children and Youth Sunday School
Begins

10 a.m. and 1 p.m. Children and youth
begin a new year of Sunday School and
formation at the Cathedral.

SEP 13

Youth Confirmation Class A
3-4:30 p.m. Youth begin an eight-
week fall Confirmation class. Regis-
tration required.

A Registration required

SEP 20

Dean’s Hour: Mes de la Herencia
10 a.m., Reynolds Hall.

SEP 20

Mes de la Herencia Latina Hispana
2-3:30 p.m., Reynolds Hall. Cele-
brate Hispanic and Latino heritage at
the Cathedral with a special celebra-
tion of the cultures, traditions, and
faith of our community. Mes de la
Herencia celebrations are Sundays
during National Hispanic Heritage
Month (Sept. 15-Oct. 15).

Registration closed

SEP 26

Liturgical Ministry Training A
Training for Cathedral liturgical ministers.
Registration required.

SEP 27

Ministry Commissioning

During Sunday services. Cathedral min-
istries will be commissioned as we begin
a new season of ministry together.

Mes de la Herencia Latina Hispana
2-3:30 p.m., Reynolds Hall.

SEP 27

EMC Dinner & Skit

6:30 p.m., Reynolds Hall. Gather for
the annual Every Member Canvass
Dinner and Skit.

% Childcare available (3 mo. to 12 yrs.)

42+ Bring a friend!

WEEKLY

SUNDAYS

Children’s Sunday School
10-11a.m., (2 years-5th grade). Starts
Sept. 13.

Youth Sunday School
10-11 a.m., The Treehouse. (6th-12th
grade). Starts Sept. 13.

SUNDAYS
Dean’s Hour

10 a.m., Reynolds Hall. Weekly adult
formation opportunity. Various speak-
ersand presenters.

Latino Youth Sunday School
1-2 p.m.TheTreehouse. Starts Sept. 13.

Latino Ministry Children’s Sunday School
1-2 p.m. Starts Sept. 13.

Cathedral Tours

Tours are held every Sunday following the
11 a.m. service. They will also be held
the third Sunday of each month following
services at 9 a.m. and The Well.

Adult Sunday School: Sermon on the
Mount

10a.m., McGehee Conference Room. Begin
anew Sunday formation series exploring the
Sermon on the Mount. The series continues
through October 25. Starts Sept. 13.

MONDAYS

Centering Prayer
11:15 a.m., Mellinger Room.

TUESDAYS

The Sermon on the Mount Bible
Study

7 p.m., Mellinger Room. Explore
Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount through
study, conversation, and reflection.
Starts Sept. 8.

TUESDAYS

Education for Ministry A

6:30 p.m., Zoom. The Cathedral’s
new Education for Ministry cohort
begins a year of theological study,
reflection, and conversation. Regis-
tration required. Starts Sept. 8.

WEDNESDAYS

Men'’s Fellowship Bible Study

7 a.m., Zoom. All men are welcome to
join for friendship, study, and service as
able.

Morning Prayer
7:30 a.m., Zoom.

Women’s Morning Bible Study

9:30 a.m., Jeffers Conference Room and
Zoom. A friendly and welcoming group of
women who gather to read and discuss
the Scripture passages for the upcoming
Sunday.

Wednesday at the Cathedral: Pray, Tour,
and Explore

10:30 a.m., Cathedral. Experience the
Cathedral through prayer, history, archi-
tecture, and guided exploration.
Wednesday Eucharist

12:05 p.m., Golding Chapel, after Noon-
day Prayer.

Evening Prayer

6 p.m., Zoom.

Collect Writing Class

The Cathedral’s monthly collect-writing
class returns for the new program year.
Starts Sept. 9.

THURSDAYS

Thursday Morning Bible Study
7 a.m. Starts Sept. 10.

Thursday Noon Bible Study
12:05 p.m., Zoom.

UPCOMING

0CT 11

Come and See: Following Jesus in the
Episcopal Church

12:45 p.m., McGehee Conference Room.
A six class series to introduce the Chris-
tian faith and life as taught and practiced
in the Anglican tradition.
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separately can keep us from seeing the larger pic-
ture. Together, they describe a life being reshaped
by God’s kingdom — a life rooted in grace and
made visible through mercy, truthfulness, recon-
ciliation, and love.

Our study will not treat the Sermon on the
Mount as a list of impossible demands or as a
standard for deciding who is a “good Christian”
Instead, we will approach it as an invitation from
Jesus: an invitation to bring our whole lives before
God and to discover how God’s grace transforms
our relationships, priorities, habits, and hopes.

The Sermon on the Mount deeply shapes our
life as Episcopalians. Its call to peacemaking, jus-
tice, forgiveness, and respect for others is echoed
in the promises we renew in our baptismal cove-
nant every year at Easter. It also reminds us that
the life of faith isn't just about what we intellectu-
ally assent to, but is about how our entire life —
even the mundane details — reflects the salvation
of God brought by Jesus.

Whether the Sermon on the Mount is deeply
familiar or entirely new to you, all are welcome.
We will read carefully, ask honest questions, pray
together, and consider what the Sermon asks of us
today. Please join us this fall as we listen again to
these ancient words and discover the hope, chal-
lenge, and blessing they still hold for us today.
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Wednesdays, 7 a.m., Zoom

 J . o
Men’s Fellowship Bible Study
l e All men are welcome to join for friendship, study, and
service as able.
Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m., Jeffers Conf. Room and Zoom
u l es Women’s Morning Bible Study
A friendly and welcoming group of women who gather
to read and discuss the Scripture passages for the

To learn more about

and regz.ster, visit upcoming Sunday_
christchurchcathedral.org/

programs/groups

Thursdays, 7 a.m., Zoom

Thursday Morning Bible Study

This Bible study on the Book of Acts will explore the
birth of the Church, movement of the Holy Spirit, and
spread of the Gospel. Led by Canon Liz Kronenberg.

Thursdays, 12:05 p.m., Zoom
Thursday Noon Bible Study

This class will read and reflect on the Gospel for
the upcoming Sunday and discuss its meaning,
then and now. All are welcome, regardless of Bible
background. Led by Canon Bradley Varnell.

Class option 1: Sunday, 10 a.m., McGehee Conf. Room
Class option 2: Tuesdays, 7 p.m., Mellinger Room

The Sermon on the Mount Bible Study

The Sermon on the Mount, the single longest episode of
Jesus’s teaching in Scripture, is the subject of this Bible
study. Led by Canon Bradley Vamell.




