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We welcome you to Christ Church Cathedral. Since 1839,  
this Christian community has gathered for worship.

 �e Cathedral is equipped with a hearing loop for assisted listening via telecoil.

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

�ve o’clock in the evening

The Rev. Canon Luz Montes 
Celebrant

Tiffany Campos, Cantor

Becky Baxter, Music Coordinator and Harpist for �e Well
Amy Saxton-Wiggs, �autist

Fran Koiner, cellist

Good evening and welcome to �e Well. �e order of service has been adapted 
to observe the season of Pentecost. We are so glad that you are here.  

Come close, draw near, and receive the grace of God. 

Opening Music  
Traditional Scottish, Welsh, and Irish Tunes

Welcome and Announcements

All stand for the opening prayer and hymn.

Prayer for the Evening
In darkness and in light, in trouble and joy, help us, heavenly Father, to trust your love 
without fear, to serve your purpose, and to praise your name, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
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Text: Charles Wesley, (1707-1788), alt., music: LLEDROD, from Llyfr Tonau Cynnulleidfaol, 1859, CCLI # 11426131, onelicense.net # 726591-A

Please be seated. Let us open our hearts to receive what the Spirit is saying to God’s people through hearing 

of holy scriptures.

Psalm 26:1-8 Judica me, Domine
Give judgment for me, O Lord,

for I have lived with integrity; * 

I have trusted in the Lord and have not faltered.

Test me, O Lord, and try me; * 

examine my heart and my mind.

For your love is before my eyes; * 

I have walked faithfully with you.

I have not sat with the worthless, * 

nor do I consort with the deceitful.

I have hated the company of evildoers; * 

I will not sit down with the wicked.

I will wash my hands in innocence, O Lord, * 

that I may go in procession round your altar,

Singing aloud a song of thanksgiving * 

and recounting all your wonderful deeds.

Lord, I love the house in which you dwell * 

and the place where your glory abides.

All stand for the proclamation of the Gospel.

The Holy Gospel Matthew 16:21-28

Priest �e Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
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Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great su�ering 
at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day 
be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! 
�is must never happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! 
You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on 
human things.” �en Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them 
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life 
will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will �nd it. For what will it pro�t them 
if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their 
life? For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he 
will repay everyone for what has been done. Truly I tell you, there are some standing here 
who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

Priest �e Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Reflection 

Please remain seated. 

Hymn
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Please stand.

Collect

Passionate Lord, walking to Golgotha in the midst of our confusion: free us from our 
images of you which keep you enthroned in idle power, apart from the pain and sin 
of the world; lead us to embrace the scandal of the cross and let our violence die that 
greater life might rise; through Jesus Christ, who took the form of a slave. Amen. 

The Nicene Creed 
Let us join the tradition of the saints who have gone before us, a�rming our faith 
together by saying the ancient words of the Nicene Creed.

We believe in one God,
 the Father, the Almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth,
 of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
 the only Son of God,
 eternally begotten of the Father,
 God from God, Light from Light,
 true God from true God,
 begotten, not made,
 of one Being with the Father.
 �rough him all things were made.
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven:
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
  and was made man.
 For our sake he was cruci�ed under Pontius Pilate;
 he su�ered death and was buried.
 On the third day he rose again
  in accordance with the Scriptures;
 he ascended into heaven
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
 He will come again in glory to judge the  
  living and the dead,
 and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped 
  and glori�ed.
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 He has spoken through the Prophets.
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,
  and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Intercessions

�e intercessor says

Lord God, in Jesus you came in the body. We thank you that you did not remain an idea, 
but walked, wept, and washed feet among us. By your love, change us into living signs of 
your work and will. 
�rough our lives and by our prayers, your kingdom come. 

Lord God, in Jesus you touched the su�ering, listened to the ignored, and bandaged the 
broken with love and healed them. We believe that your power to heal is still present, so 
on your help we call for all those who su�er in mind, body, or spirit. O Christ, put your 
hands where our prayers beckon. 
�rough our lives and by our prayers, your kingdom come. 

Lord God, in Jesus your body was broken by the cowardly and powerful. Take on the 
powerful of the world today: those whose word sentences some to cruelty or unmerited 
dismissal; those whose word transfers wealth or weapons for the sake of pro�t or prejudice; 
those whose silence condones the injustice they have the power to change. O Savior of the 
poor, liberate your people. 
�rough our lives and by our prayers, your kingdom come. 

Lord God, by the authority of the Scripture we learn that we are the body of Christ. Make 
us like you, that our souls may be the stained glass through which your light and purpose 
bring beauty and meaning into the world. 
�rough our lives and by our prayers, your kingdom come. 

Your kingdom come in joy and generosity, in the small and the large, the ordinary and the 
special, and to you be the glory now and always. Amen. 

Confession

�e intercessor continues

You prepare a place for us; we refuse your invitation. Lord have mercy.

Lord have mercy.

Your table is open to all; we keep it for ourselves. Christ have mercy.

Christ have mercy.

Your welcome is wild; we are caged by fear. Lord have mercy.

Lord have mercy.



Absolution
�e Celebrant says

�rough the cross of Christ, God have mercy on you, pardon you and set you free. 
Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. God strengthen you in all goodness and 
keep you in life eternal. Amen.

Silent Prayer and Candle Lighting

�e Celebrant will be available to anoint with oil all those who wish to come forward for 
healing prayer.

Following the Intercessions during the instrumental music, you are welcome to come forward 
to light a votive candle as a symbol of your prayer. As we see others light candles, we recognize 
that we are all carrying prayer concerns known to us alone, and we are reminded to treat one 
another with kindness and care. Tapers and votives are located to the right of the altar and in 
front of the transept to the left. Please feel free to go to either of these places to light a candle.

Concluding Collect
Gracious and loving God, may this room be a castle of prayer, a place of communion 
with you, from which our prayers may �ow out in love to the world. Amen. 

The Peace
�e Celebrant says

Here is food that satis�es, the taste of communion. Here is wine pouring free, the 
washing away of fear. Here is life abundant, a table of peace for all. May this peace be 
in us and among us, a sign of hope for a world renewed.

Celebrant �e peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

�e people greet one another in the name of the Lord.

To support the ministry outreach of the  

Cathedral, please scan to donate.
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Rally Day Quilt Blessing
Celebrant Let us pray.

Gracious God, we give you thanks for the hands and hearts of this Cathedral 
congregation, for the labor of love by which this quilt has been made, and for the 
prayers, care, and fellowship stitched into every part of it. Bless this quilt, we pray, that 
it may be a reminder that no one is forgotten in your sight. As it has been made in love, 
let it be received in love; let it become a blessing for others, bringing peace, provision, 
and strength. O God, whose blessed Son sancti�ed the use of material things, receive 
this quilt which we o�er, and grant that it may proclaim your love to the world and 
remind us that we are knit together as one body by your grace, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

Offertory Hymn 
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Text: Brian Wren, b. 1936, ©1989 Hope Publishing Company Co. ~ Gather Hymnal #760 

Tune: JOYFUL DARKNESS; Bob Moore, b. 1962, ©1993, GIA Publications, Inc. ~ Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net #A-726591
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�e Holy Communion

The Great Thanksgiving 
Celebrant �e Lord be with you. 

People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Lifegiving God, your word speaks in the void, calling into being things that are not, 

inviting us to share your work of creation. 

We thank you for the ages long of gathering stars and cooling earth, of life evolving and 

waking eyes of wonder. We thank you for the creatures with whom we share the world,  

for their lives so di�erent from our own and the richness they reveal. We thank you for 

the Son of Man, formed from Mary’s �esh and nurtured by her faith; he walked the 

growing earth and proclaimed a fearless kingdom of bird and lily, child and stranger, 

the beggar and the blind. On the cross, he joined the labor of all creation’s yearning; in 

his rising, he hallowed all �esh to bear the glory of God; he gives the brooding Spirit to 

bring to birth a living hope.

�erefore, with all that has life through him with animals and angels and all who hope 

for a new creation, we share the song of love which sounds from all eternity:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

We ask that your Holy Spirit will fall upon us and upon these gifts that these fragile, 

earthly things may be to us the body and blood of our lord and brother, Jesus Christ; 

who, on the night that he was betrayed, gathered with his faltering friends for a meal 

that tasted of freedom. Calling them to his table, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it 

and said: “�is is my body, which is given for you. Do this to remember me.” In the 

same way after supper, he took the cup, saying: “�is cup is the new covenant in my 

blood. Do this, whenever you drink it, to remember me.” As on that night, so here and 

now he o�ers himself in touch and taste beyond all words can hold.

Great is the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.



�erefore, we come to him in whom all is created in heaven and on earth, whose cross and 
resurrection make all things new. We o�er this to you, asking you to smile upon the gift we 
bring, for you alone are the Giver and Christ’s the gift through which we live once and for all. 
�rough him who was emptied to bear your fullness we make our prayer with all created life, 
to the glory of the God who �lls all in all now and for ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of The Bread
Celebrant We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ;
People We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread.
Celebrant Bread and wine; the gifts of God for the people of God.
People May we who share these gifts be found in Christ and Christ in us.

At the direction of the ushers you are invited to form a single line in the central aisle to receive Communion 
in front of the altar. �e sacrament of Holy Communion has been precious to Christians for 2,000 years. It is a way 
in which many sense the reality of God’s forgiveness, our union with God and each other, and the eternal life to which 
we belong. Please know that you do not have to be an Episcopalian to receive Communion. Receive the Bread in the 
palm of your hand and the Wine either by drinking from the cup or by intinction, touching the Bread to the Wine. 
Gluten-free Bread is available; simply ask. If you need Communion brought to you in the pew, please tell an usher.

�e People stand. 

Prayer After Communion
Celebrant Let us pray.

God revealed in the stranger’s approach and the bread of hospitality, in the message 
of new life and the laughter of response: we thank you for this meal, this sharing in 
yourself, and we pray that our communion might be broken apart for the world. Amen.

9



The Blessing
God the Creator who loved us �rst and gave this world to be our home; God the 
Redeemer who loves us and by dying and rising pioneered the way of freedom; God the 
Sancti�er who spreads the divine love in our hearts, bless and keep you, this night and 
always. Amen. 

Hymn
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Text: John L. Bell and Graham Maule; Music: KELVINGROVE, Scottish traditional; ©WGRG, Iona Community, Glasgow, UK

Reprinted by permission.  All rights reserved.  CCL # 11426131 and OneLicense.net #726591-A

The Dismissal
Celebrant �e Divine Spirit dwells in us.
People �anks be to God. 

Closing Music  �omas Ford (c.1580-1648) 
Elizabethan Tune
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Welcome 
Sunday, August 30, 2026 

Announcements

 � Weekday and Saturday Parking Reminder • Parking is free for Cathedral members 
on weekdays and Saturdays. Be sure to validate within 15 minutes of arriving. Need 
help or received a citation? Stop by Reception with your license plate number.

 � Frozen Treats & Fellowship • Celebrate Labor Day weekend,  next Sunday, September 
6, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., with a sweet treat and fellowship with the Cathedral community.

 � Collect Writing with Dean Katz • Join Dean Nathaniel Katz, beginning September 8, 
Tuesdays, 7 p.m., for a monthly Zoom gathering exploring collects as a way of growing 
in relationship with God and one another.

 � Sermon on the Mount Bible Study  •  Join Canon Bradley Varnell for a seven-session 
exploration of the Sermon on the Mount and its message for our lives today. Choose 
from Sundays, 10–11 a.m., September 13–October 25, in the McGehee Conference 
Room, or Tuesdays, 7–8 p.m., September 8–November 3, in the Mellinger Room. 
Registration required.

 � 20’s & 30’s Dinner • Kick-o� the fall with friends and fajitas, Friday, September 11, 
7-9 p.m. We’ll meet on campus in the Mellinger Room (just across from the bookstore) 
to hang out and enjoy some food. Childcare is available.

For more information on these events or to RSVP,  
please visit christchurchcathedral.org/calendar

Cathedral O�ce Phone • 713-222-2593 | After-Hours Pastoral Care Line • 713-826-5332


