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Honoring a legacy, 
welcoming the future

Finnian Owsley, Topher McCord, and Jaylah Quintan-
illa are stepping across a threshold: into college, into new 
cities, into the full and sometimes daunting expanse of 
young adulthood. Before they set o� on their journeys, 
we asked them a simple question: What are you taking 
with you?

�eir answers tell us something not just about these 
three young people, but about an entire generation that the 
wider world o�en misreads. No cap. 

They Know What Matters

We live in a world full of excess noise. Screens compete 
for every spare second and cynicism about institutions, 

Today’s voices
WHAT THE NEXT GENERATION 

IS CARRYING OUT THE DOOR

As we celebrate a new chapter in the Cathe-
dral’s musical life, retiring Canon for Music 
Robert Simpson and incoming Director of 
Music and Organist Joe Causby shared their 
thoughts with us about vocation, tradition, 

and the future. 
�eir re�ections o�er a heartfelt look back 

with gratitude and an exciting glimpse of 
what’s ahead.
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Extraordinary time: 

Seeing God’s wonder 

in the simple things
Not long ago, I caught an interview 

with the crew of NASA’s Artemis II mis-
sion that was structured around ques-
tions that had been sent in by children 
from all over the country. A question 
from an eleven and half year-old girl 
shi�ed the tone of the 
conversation to the 
profound, in a way that 
children’s voices o�en 
can. 

“My question is, 
when you saw the whole 
Earth from far away, did 
it make you think di�er-
ently about what really 
matters in life, what people should care 
about, or how we should treat each other? 
�ank you.”

�e responses to her questions were 
equally meaningful.

One said, “I think it really set in our 
hearts that our purpose here on this 
planet is joy and li�ing one another up.” 

A second astronaut remarked that, 
“When you look out and you see the 
Earth, tiny Earth, and you mostly see 
blackness around it, you recognize what 
a completely unlikely scenario this is, 
and how precious it is.”

A third spoke of his gratitude for the 
capacity of people around the world to 
exude positivity towards their mission. 
“I have a renewed sense…that people are 
willing to spend energy and pay atten-
tion to the positive things, and therefore, 
we have a choice of where we put our en-
ergy and our attention.”

As we �nd ourselves in the heart of 
summer, the rhythm of Cathedral life 
takes on a di�erent pace. �e celebrations 
of Easter, May Fete, con�rmations, and 
Pentecost are now cherished memories, 

THE VERY  

REV. NATHANIEL  

KATZ 

EXTRAORDINARY, page 8
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Summer Place: 

Ordinary Times, 

Extraordinary 

Community
Our beloved 10 o’clock hour coffee hour has 
been going strong since May 31, hosted by 
our whole Cathedral community. Each Sunday, 
folks gather for coffee, light bites, and time with 
old and new friends — and many of you have 
jumped in to help serve. There’s still room at the 
table and on the team. Email Elizabeth Cuevas 
to contribute snacks or to volunteer.

Art Space 

for ALL
This summer Art Space 
continues each Sunday 
during the 10 o’clock hour  

in Reynolds Hall — a welcoming, judgment- 
free space to create alongside others, connect, 
and experience God through art. Whether  
you’re a seasoned artist or haven’t picked up 
a brush in years, you belong here. And if you 
learned to embroider during the quilt project, 
bring your current work and come stitch 
alongside friends.

Summer Shade 

2026: The 

Treehouse Cup
As Houston takes its turn 

on the World Cup stage, our Treehouse Youth 
Group ran our own tournament of fun in June — 
and what a run it was. We opened with a movie 
night at Rooftop Cinema Club, took the fun 
offsite for zip-lining at Geronimo Adventure 
Park, and closed out June with water slides 
and splash-filled fellowship at Hurricane 
Harbor Splashtown. 

Sounds of the 

World — Pipes, 

Praise &  Fútbol 
To celebrate the soccer 

season, guest organists from across the city — 
Laura Felicity Smith, Katherine Jolliff, John Kirk, 
Matthew Dion, and Jim Roman — offered 30-min. 
concerts blending classical masterpieces with 
global soccer anthems. Many guests made a 
morning of it with the bookstore, Cathedral tours, 
Noonday Prayer, and lunch at Treebeards. Thank 
you to our organists. 

10:30–11 am 

Jim 
Roman

Smith

Katherine 

John 

Matthew UNDS 

10:30–11 am 
Cathedral Reads: 

Encounters with 

Unexpected 

Animals
Our annual Cathedral Reads program runs 
through August 10, featuring Encounters with 
Unexpected Animals by acclaimed Texas author 
Bret Anthony Johnston. It’s not too late to join — 
copies are at the Cathedral Bookstore, and two 
small groups (Wednesday evenings on Zoom, 
Sunday mornings in person) are meeting all 
summer. Details at christchurchcathedral.org.

Cathedral Reads 

Wrap-Up: An 

Interview with Bret 

Anthony Johnston
Sunday, August 16, 10–11 a.m., we’ll close out this 
year’s Cathedral Reads with a special guest: author 
Bret Anthony Johnston joins us in person for an 
interview and Q&A. Whether you read every story or 
just want to hear from the author, all are welcome 
— no registration required. Hosted by the Religion 
& the Arts Committee. Questions? Contact Bradley 
Varnell at bvarnell@christchurchcathedral.org.

Summer at the Cathedral
COMMUNITY, CREATIVITY, AND CUP FEVER

We celebrate with
 E Phoebe Lucille Charlotte Gundrum was baptized 

on May 24.

 E new members: Ryan and Jill Seeley, Cynthia 

“Cindy” Sanchez Superville, Javier Abrego, 

Savana Hooper (Samuel – Spouse of Member 

and Phoebe – child of member). Christen Sadler 

(Charlie – spouse of member), June Deadrick, 

Ryan Broussard, and Dave Boyles Jr.

 E parents Zach Co�n and Lizzie Marrin of the new 

born Sarah Alice Co�n.

 E the newly Con�rmed, Sunday May 10: Allegra Hsu, 

Diego Holbrook, and Anna Isaak.

 E the newly Received, Sunday May 10: Cynthia 

Sanchez, Javier Abrego, Randall L. Flores.

We extend heartfelt condolences
 E to the family of member Katherine (Katy) Bomar 

Childs who passed away on April 28, 2026. Katy is 

spouse to John Childs, mother to Morgan Childs 

and sister to William Morgan Bomar, Jr., and 

Melissa Bomar Jacobs.

 E to the family of Gaye Ann Cowan who passed 

away on May 10, 2026. Gaye Ann is mother to 

Jim Cowan and mother-in-law to Will Taylor.

 E to the family of Stephen Synder who passed away 

on May 22, 2026. Stephen is brother to member 

Jane Campbell. 

�e �owers on the Cathedral Altar 
 E on July 5 are given to the glory of God in loving 

memory of Diane Tobola by Erin and Toby 

McMillin

 E on July 5 are given to the glory of God in loving 

memory of Greta Katherine Toranzo and all the 

victims of the July Fourth Flood by Sally Anne 

Schmidt, Marc, Julia, and Sarah Tabolsky.

 E on July 12 are given to the glory of God in joyful 

thanksgiving for the service and talent of Bob 

Simpson.

�e �owers in the Cathedral �oor vases
 E on July 12 are given to the glory of God in honor of 

Bilinda Matusek and �e Reverend Canon Bradley 

Varnell by the Mumey family.

�e �owers on the organ console
 E on July 12 are given to the glory of God in joyful 

thanksgiving for the service and talent of Valetina 

Huang.

�e �owers on the choir stalls
 E on July 12 are given to the glory of God in loving 

memory of C. Henry Roth on his birthday by his 

daughter Cathy.

Our Cathedral Family

The Rev.Kate Mumey with KariAnn Lessner, Minister for Children & Families, at Summer Place.
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including the Church, runs high among 
young adults. Once we sit down with Finnian, 
Topher, and Jaylah, though, something quiet-
ly remarkable emerges: these young people 
are not adri�, as it is so o�en said of their 
contemporaries. �ey are anchored and they 
know exactly what the anchor is.

For Finnian, it comes down to three words 
she returns to again and again: love your 
neighbor. “I feel like it’s very emphasized here,” 
she said, “and I think it’s my favorite lesson 
from the Bible. Just love everyone around you.” 

Jaylah �nds her anchor in a phrase that has 
lived on these walls for years: come as you are. 
“Jesus loves you as you are, no matter what 
moment or state you’re in of your life,” she 
said. “I plan to carry that throughout my life 
in my career, my school, and just in my daily 
life.”

And Topher? His anchor is perhaps the 
most quietly countercultural of all: show up. 
“Always show up and be present,” he said, “be-
cause everyone’s ideas can be super helpful, or 
completely change the outcome of something 
for the better.” In an age of half-presence, 
where we’ve all got one eye on the phone and 
one foot out the door, Topher’s commitment 
to a full, attentive community feels almost 
radical.

�ree young people with three di�erent 
phrases, and beneath all of them is the same 

thing: a faith that is not only theoretical, but a 
faith that was shaped by moments.

Ask this generation about their faith and 
they don’t reach for doctrine �rst. �ey reach 
for memory. �ey recall speci�c, textured, ir-
replaceable moments — the kinds that quiet-
ly do the work of formation while you’re busy 
just living your life.

For Topher, it’s the climb. Year a�er year, 
those traditional games at the Treehouse be-
came something more than fun. �ey became 
a ritual. “�ey will, from now on, make me 
reminisce,” he said simply. 
Some things don’t need ex-
plaining. You just know, 
looking back, that that was 
where something grew in 
you.

For Jaylah, it was the last 
youth retreat — she was 
standing at the front as a 
leader, part of the youth 
council, helping guide games and prayers for 
younger students. And then something unex-
pected happened. “In that moment,” she said, 
“I felt so close to Christ. And I felt others were 
getting closer to Christ as well.” She had gone 
to serve and encountered the Shepherd.

Finnian’s formation was quieter and longer. 
She spent her whole childhood here, starting 
with con�rmation, shaped by steady relation-
ships. She speaks with particular tenderness 

about Rev. Canon Luz Montes and Marcia, 
the priest and youth minister who poured 
into her year a�er year. “�ey helped me 
grow in my faith very greatly,” she said. And 
then, with a grin, she added: “Marcia makes 
really, really yummy Mexican hot chocolate.”

Holiness, it turns out, sometimes smells 
like cinnamon and comfort.

Here is perhaps the most hopeful thing 
about this generation, and about these three 
in particular: they don’t see graduation as an 
exit from their lives. �ey are not leaving the 

Church. �ey are extending 
it.

Topher is already re-
searching churches near 
UCLA. “I’ve been asking 
around,” he said. “I de�nitely 
want to stay connected while 
I’m in college.” He talks 
about community not as a 
nice supplement to faith, but 

as the very vessel of it. “Community is super 
important, especially today. If I can pursue 
my faith via community and a church nearby, 
that would be perfect.”

Jaylah, heading to St. Edward’s University 
in Austin, frames her mission in the language 
of invitation, which is the same language the 
Cathedral has always spoken. She wants to 
bring come as you are not just into Sunday 
worship, but into her classes, her friendships, 
and her career. �e Cathedral, in her hands, 
becomes not a building le� behind but a pos-
ture carried forward.

And Finnian? Finnian has a plan described 
with equal parts earnestness and barely-con-
cealed delight. She wants to carry the Cathe-
dral’s way of worship into whatever way she 
practices faith next. And she wants to love 
people loudly, intentionally, and in the specif-
ic way this place taught her to.

A Word to the Rest of Us

Much is written about young people and 
the Church, most of it worried, and some of it 
despairing. Finnian, Topher, and Jaylah sug-
gest a di�erent story is also true, quietly and 
persistently, in congregations like this one.

When young people are given real commu-
nity, real mentors, real moments of encoun-
tering the sacred, they don’t just hold on, they 
carry it outward into dorms and campuses 
and cities, becoming, without perhaps even 
realizing it, the Church in a new place.

�ey are not the Church of tomorrow. �ey 
are the Church of right now.

If you want to know what this generation 
believes, don’t look at the statistics. Look at 
these three.

Come as you are. Show up. Love your neigh-
bor. We may learn something from Gen Z, yet. 

Parallel Play: Ellen and Jack Hart at the Cloister Gallery
Parallel play is the term for two children absorbed in separate games from the same box of toys, side by side. 
It fits the Cloister Gallery’s next show, a two-person exhibition by the husband-and-wife team of C. Ellen Hart 
and Jack Hart. 

For years they have shared the same life and the same subjects — water, light, the bayou at their doorstep — 
and turned them into two distinct bodies of work: her paintings and his photographs, made in parallel. What 
unites them is time, treated in opposite ways. Ellen slows it down. “My work investigates the present moment 
in nature and in life,” she writes. “The aim is to slow time … Nothing in the process is swift.” Jack catches it 
and holds it still: “A picture stops time for that split second,” which lets him look again — “not only at what I 
thought I saw but also at what I didn’t see.”

For all the talk of light and time, they are plain about the point. “Ellen and I make our art to put a smile on our 
faces,” Jack says, “and we hope to put a smile on your face.” Parallel Play: Painting & Photography runs July 
15–August 31, 2026, at the Cloister Gallery, open Monday through Friday from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and Sundays 
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. A reception will be held Thursday, July 30, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

 “Always show up and be 

present,” he said, “because 

everyone’s ideas can be super 

helpful, or completely change 

the outcome of something 

for the better.”

VOICES, from cover
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May Fete, Graduating Seniors, Baptism, Whitsuntide Concert, and more 

IN PICTURES Right: Baptism.

Above. below: May Fete celebrations — dancing around the 
maypole and the crowning of this year’s May Fete royalty. 

Above. below: Spring Neighborhood  
Gatherings.

Above. Plantation Tour.
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Most of us want a deeper prayer life; fewer manage to sustain 
one. In April, Canon Bradley Varnell led the parish through the 
what, how, and why of daily prayer. His class was candid and free-
ing; some of its insights can be distilled below.

Reframe prayer as grace, not obligation

�e surest way to abandon a prayer habit is to treat it as one more 
duty. Bradley urges a di�erent starting point: “Prayer isn’t a duty for 
us to check o�. It’s our chance to come to the Lord, to speak to the 
God who created and redeemed us. Prayer is pure grace.” Before you 
pray, recall that you are not earning anything, only accepting an in-
vitation to sit with Jesus.

Start small and keep returning

We live in a culture that dismisses anything slow, and prayer is 
slow; its fruit appears over a lifetime. Bradley’s advice is simple: 
“Don’t start with a 45-minute quiet time every morning. Start by 
taking a few seconds to give thanks to God, to just turn your heart 
to him. To say, ‘Lord, here I am. Good to see you.’ And keep doing 
that forever. God will lead you deeper and deeper.”

When you fall off, pick it back up

Everyone lapses. �e danger is not the missed day but the dis-
couragement that follows. “Avoid a self-shaming attitude,” Bradley 
notes. “�at’s just the devil trying to discourage you from going 
back to God. When you fall o� prayer, the best thing you can do is 
pick it back up. God likes hearing from us.” Prayer rarely feels like 
much but feelings are not always a good measure of what God is 
accomplishing in us.

Pray in community

Discipline sustained alone is di�cult; rhythm shared with com-
munity endures. Pray with your family; give thanks before meals. 
Above all, keep Sunday worship at the center of your week — an 
hour for the whole community to pray together and reset. Bradley 
adds, with gentle humor: “�ere’s perhaps no better time to pray 
than when the sermon is running long.”

Join us in prayer through the week: Morning Prayer 7:30 a.m. 
(Zoom) · Noonday Prayer 12:05 p.m. in Golding Chapel (Eucha-
rist on Wednesdays) · Evening Prayer 6 p.m. (Zoom) · Monday 
Centering Prayer 11:15 a.m. in Mellinger. 

Remember why it matters: union with God

Bradley is refreshingly honest about prayer’s cost-bene�t analy-
sis — the only genuine bene�t is God himself. “Prayer isn’t about 
our own ful�llment, or getting our way in the world, it’s about 
union with God.” We pray not to extract something from God, 
but to know him, to be conformed to Jesus Christ, and to bear the 
fruit of his Spirit.

Lean on the resources at hand

You don’t need to invent a prayer practice from scratch. �e BCP’s 
Daily Devotions for Individuals and Families (p.137–140) take three 
minutes yet accommodate �exibility. Forward Day by Day is anoth-
er excellent companion — in print, through the Day by Day app, 
or online at prayer.forwardmovement.com. For deeper reading, 
Bradley commends Anthony Bloom’s Beginning to Pray, which still 
haunts him, and Roberta Bondi’s To Pray and to Love, which he calls 
truly remarkable. In a single sentence: begin small, refuse self-re-
proach, and keep returning — “Lord, here I am. Good to see you.”

From our Spring Series, taught by the Rev. Canon Bradley Varnell.

Daily Prayer: What, how, why?

Left, above: Graduating Seniors.

Above: McCleneghan ordination.

Above: Whitsuntide concert.
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Q&A with 
Joseph Causby
What first drew you to church music ministry, and 
when did you know it was your vocational calling?

I began playing the piano in church at the age of eight, and the rest 

is history! Honestly, being a church musician is all I’ve ever known 

and wanted to do. I played the piano and organ at my home church 

(Salem United Methodist in Morganton, NC) until I was 15, then 

I became the organist at First Methodist, also in Morganton. 

I remained there through my junior year of undergrad, when I discovered the 

Episcopal Church. I would say I knew it was my vocation by the time I was 

in high school. I loved all aspects of the church, and I knew music was the 

best way I could support it, giving back to God what had been given to me.

As you begin your ministry here, what opportunities 

are you most excited about?

I’m excited to be back in Houston- the city where I began 

my professional life as a church musician. 

I’m energized by the opportunity to reconnect with friends and colleagues, 

and meet new folks, as together we explore ways to collaborate and 

continue to strengthen church music in Houston, and beyond. 

How do you see music 

contributing to the 

spiritual life and worship 

of a congregation?

I believe music is a 

spiritual language that 

invites a deeper connection 

with the living God. A 

cathedral has a specific 

responsibility to be a place 

of welcome for all people — 

where everyone can see themselves belonging, and find solace  

and peace. 

For Christ Church and this diocese, in particular, 

there is a long tradition of excellence and 

being a resource for the larger church. I see 

this as both a gift and a responsibility. 

Tradition, in the broader sense, is half what 

we were given, and half what we hand on to 

the next generation. I look forward to seeing 

how music can continue to inspire, and 

what new opportunities may emerge. 

Q&A with 
Robert Simpson
What first drew you to church music ministry, and 
when did you know it was your vocational calling?

I can’t recall a time when I didn’t want to be a church musician, though 

I dabbled with other possibilities in high school and college to calm 

my parents’ fear that music would not provide a stable income. My 

grandparents had a home organ, and as a child that’s where you would 

find me on our frequent visits for Sunday dinner. At the age of five or six, 

when I would spend a few days with them, Gram Simpson and I would “play 

church.” I would plunk on the keys of their organ for a prelude, then hop 

off and deliver a sermon. I knew the routine so next came the collection. 

Happy that by then Eisenhower was in the White House, my grandmother 

created a ritual. I would hand her a silver sugar bowl three time. The first 

time Gram would say,” Here’s a quarter for George Washington,” the 

second, “here’s a dime for Abraham Lincoln,” and, on a third pass, her 

voice growing more resolute, “And here’s a penny for old Harry Truman!” 

Growing up outside New York City, I remember being taken to Radio 

City Music HaIl at Christmas and being memorized as twin Wurlitzer 

consoles magically appeared on either side of the stage. And then 

there were the organ recitals at Riverside Church given by their 

flamboyant and brilliant organist, Virgil Fox. I was hooked. 

My early organ teachers had graduated from the School of 

Sacred Music at Union Theological Seminary in New York and I 

set my sights on doing the same for my masters, and I did.

Looking back on your years at 

Christ Church Cathedral, what 

musical or ministry moments stand 

out as especially meaningful?

I am overwhelmed by the 

opportunities I have had at Christ 

Church Cathedral. They are too 

many to list, but a few that first 

come to mind are: creating the 

Parish Choir; and with my wife, 

Marianna, the award-winning Treble 

Choir of Houston at Christ Church 

Cathedral; restoring our magnificent Aeolian-Skinner organ twice, once in 1993 

shortly after I arrived, and again in 2012 when a new four-manual console 

was installed; taking the Cathedral Choir on 10 European tours; receiving the 

title of Canon for Music in 2013; celebrating my 25th anniversary with the 

commission of a mass setting by the distinguished Latvian composer Eriks 

Esenvalds; re-establishing Whitsuntide Concerts to present major sacred 

works with orchestra; establishing Advent Lessons and Carols and Evensong 

as an ongoing part of our liturgical life; working with four extraordinary Deans, 

six brilliant organists and hundreds of devoted and talented choir members. 

How do you see music contributing to the spiritual life 

and worship of a cathedral congregation.

All cathedrals have a mission to offer an example of excellence that can 

serve as a model for churches in its diocese. A cathedral shouldn’t see 

itself as “better than,” but “different than.” Whether in music, Christian 

formation, preaching or community engagement, it should set a standard 

and serve as a resource. I think Christ Church Cathedral is serving as such 

I believe music is a 

spiritual language 

that invites a 

deeper connection 

with the living 

God. A cathedral 

has a specific 
responsibility to be 

a place of welcome 

for all people
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JULY
JULY 11 SAT

Choral Prayer for the Afternoon: Honoring 

Bob Simpson’s Ministry

2-3 p.m., Cathedral. Bob Simpson leads the 

Cathedral Choir in Choral Prayer, his farewell 

after 30+ years as Canon for Music.

Cathedral Sees: Stranger Than Fiction

2:15 p.m., the River Oaks Theatre. Tick-

ets should be purchased directly through 

River Oaks. Link on our website calendar. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Visit christchurchcathedral.org/events to learn more.

  Registration required   Registration closed

JULY 12 SUN

A Blessing and a Sending: Recep-

tion in Honor of Robert Simpson

10-11 a.m., Reynolds Hall. Cele-

brate Bob in Reynolds Hall between 

the 9 and 11 a.m. services.

AUG 16 SUN

Youth Confirmation Cafe
10-11 a.m. and noon to 1 p.m. Curious 

about Confirmation? Stop by the Tree-

house for coffee, lemonade, or a donut, 

and ask anything that’s on your mind.

AUG 7 FRI

Bridge and Rummikub Night

6:30-9:30 p.m. A casual evening of games, 

snacks to share, and good company. 

AUG 10 MON 

Cathedral Downtown Lunch

12-1 p.m. Treebeards. 

JULY 13 MON 

Cathedral Downtown Lunch

12-1 p.m., Treebeards. Casual midday 

gathering, connect with the Cathedral 

community beyond Sunday mornings. 

No registration—just come!

JULY 22 WED

Episcopal Night at the Ballpark

5-6:30 p.m. First Pitch 7:10 p.m., free pre-

game social, then Astros vs. Marlins togeth-

er in a reserved Episcopal section. Registra-

tion required; snack donations for Lord of 

the Streets welcome.

JULY 24 FRI

Latino Ministry Vacation Bible Study at 

Casa Mateo

10 am to 1 p.m. For children K–5th grade; 

contact Irene Hernández at 713-249-4914. 

AUGUST
AUG 1 SAT 

Service Day: Casa Mateo

10 am to 1p.m. Join the Latino Ministry 

at Casa Mateo!

AUG 23 SUN

Dying in Christ

1-3:30 p.m. Plan for death with Christian 

teachings, the Church’s liturgical 

practices around burial, and practical 

information for planning a funeral. AUG 

30 SUN

Rally Day and Blood Drive

9 am to 1:30 p.m. 

WEEKDAYS
SUNDAYS 

Cathedral Reads Small Group Sundays

10-11 a.m., Jeffers Conference Room 

(July 12, 19, 26, Aug. 2)

MONDAY 

Centering Prayer

11:15 a.m., Mellinger

WEDNESDAYS 

Cathedral Reads Small Groups

6:30-7:30 p.m., Zoom (July 15, 22, 29, 

Aug. 12).

Morning Prayer

7:30 a.m., Zoom

Wednesday Eucharist

12:05 p.m., Golding Chapel, after Noon-

day Prayer

Evening Prayer

6 p.m., Zoom.

a model. Its tradition of musical excellence goes back many years, and it 

has been my great honor to play a part in its continuation and development. 

I look forward to its further growth under Joe’s able leadership. 

What traditions…

I’ll leave it to Joe to speak to 

what traditions he wishes to 

preserve and nurture.

What message would 

you like to share…

It seems funny now. I came to Texas 

in 1993 certain that I would stay 

a few years and then skedaddle 

back “home” to the east coast. 

But what I hadn’t counted on 

was the heartwarming welcome Marianna and I would experience from the 

Cathedral. Dean Walter Taylor and members of the Parish encouraged and 

generously supported both my ministry at the Cathedral and my dream to 

found a professional choir. Without them I have no doubt that we would have 

had a much harder time establishing the Houston Chamber Choir. For the 

friendship, encouragement, appreciation, and, yes, love that Marianna and I 

have experience here over the past 33 years, we offer our deepest thanks. 

Bob, what advice would you like to pass on to Joe? 

Joe, what would you like to say in response?

Be sure to duck as you step through the small opening into 

the back of the choir stalls near the console. Those carved 

wood ornaments overhead really hurt if you don’t!

What traditions of Christ Church Cathedral’s music program 

do you believe are especially important to preserve, 

and how can they continue to grow in new ways?

I’m excited to experience the traditions of the music program. Oftentimes this 

comes about through forming relationships with people, so it’s in two-parts 

for me: to learn the history, and to hear the personal stories. I especially love 

the services of Evensong and Lessons and Carols. These are two liturgies 

I know the Cathedral does well, and I’m excited to continue them!

What message would you like 

to share with the congregation 

at this moment of transition?

Having just left a congregation 

I loved deeply, I know change is 

hard, and it’s a process. I’m deeply 

honored to be following Bob at 

the Cathedral- he was one of the 

first people I met when I moved to 

Houston in 2005, and was one of 

my teachers at the Shepherd School 

at Rice University. As I begin my 

work, I’m looking forward to meeting you all, and hearing you sing the hymns! 

How would you like to respond to Bob’s words of advise?

In response to Bob — duly noted! (and I’m only 6’3”).
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giving way to a season marked by travel, family gatherings, camps, and mo-
ments of rest and renewal. While our routines may look di�erent in these 
warmer months, the life of Christ Church Cathedral continues to �ourish 
as we gather in worship, welcome visitors, and remain connected to one 
another both here in Houston and wherever summer may take us.

�ese three astronauts captured the messages I believe are especial-
ly meaningful for us in this season of summer. As we settle into a slower 
rhythm and embrace the di�erent patterns of life that summer brings—
both at the Cathedral and beyond—we are invited to carry Easter’s joy with 
us wherever we go. We are called to stand in awe of God’s creation and the 
extraordinary gi� of life itself. And we are reminded to be intentional about 
where we place our energy and attention, allowing our choices to be shaped 
by gratitude, wonder, and the abiding hope that is ours in Christ.

I am grateful to an astronaut who managed to give an assignment to the 
audience, which I invite our community to also complete as we enjoy the 
summer season.

“My homework,” she said, “would be, the next time you see something 
in bloom or something growing out of the ground, just stop for a second 
and look at it, and just be impressed by it. Because sometimes you have to 
leave and look back, and to realize the simplest little thing can be the most 
impressive thing you have seen all week.”

Our theme of the summer at the Cathedral is (extra)ordinary time. No 
matter where you �nd yourself this summer, allow yourself to be impressed 
by what God can do starting with the simplest things. May this invitation 
from our astronaut sibling remind us to be grounded in the reality of God’s 
constant presence and activity in every corner of Creation. And when we 
return to “normal” at Rally Day on August 30th, we can let our combined 
energy propel us into another year of ministry at our beloved Cathedral.

Cathedral Summer Reading
We invite you to read along with us and let us know what 
you think about these book recommendations. We wel-
come your suggestions for great books to read as well!

The Rev. Canon Bradley Varnell

Butter by Asako Yuzuki
�e cult Japanese bestseller about a 
female gourmet cook and serial kill-
er and the journalist intent on crack-
ing her case, inspired by a true story. 
Canon Varnell says, “Amazing! Highly 
recommended.”

Lucy Chambers, Bookstore Manager

Evensong by Gail Godwin
With Evensong, Gail Godwin again 
translates our everyday existence into 
soul-touching truths as she brings to 
brilliantly realized life the people of a 
small Smoky Mountain town--and a 
woman whose world is indelibly altered 
by them.

�e summer Cathedral Book Store hours are Sundays, 9 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m.
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