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Order of Worship

CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL

July 5, 2026
5:00 p.m.



We welcome you to Christ Church Cathedral. Since 1839,
this Christian community has gathered for worship.

"??\\ The Cathedral is equipped with a hearing loop for assisted listening via telecoil.

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
five o’clock in the evening
Tue Rev. CANON BRADLEY VARNELL
Celebrant
Tirrany Camros, Cantor

Becky BaXTER, Music Coordinator and Harpist for The Well
Amy WIGGS, flautist
BrADY MEYER, cellist

Good evening and welcome to The Well. The order of service has been adapted
10 observe the season of Pentecost. We are so glad that you are here.
Come close, draw near, and receive the grace of God.

OPrENING MusIC
TRADITIONAL SCOTTISH AND IRISH TUNES

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

All stand for the opening prayer and hymn.

PRAYER FOR THE EVENING

Eternal Spirit, living God, in whom we live and move and have our being, all that we are,
have been, and shall be is known to you, to the very secret of our hearts and all that rises

to trouble us. Living flame burn into us, cleansing wind, blow through us, fountain of
water, well up within us, that we may love and praise in deed and in truth. Amen.
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2.Thou hast been their con-stant guide, Watch-ing ev - er by their side;
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Gifts of bless-ing to be - stow On  thy wait - ing Church be - low,
May they now till life shall end Choose and know thee as their friend.
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From their bright bap - tis-mal day_  Thou hast led them on their way.

Dai - ly__powr to  con-quer sin; Pa - tient faith, the crown to win.

Come, thou bless - ed ~ Spir - it come,  Make each heart thy  hap - py home.

Words: W. D. Maclagan, 1826-1910, alt. ~ Tune: MISNEACH, trad. Irish;CCL# 11426131
Worship II, GIA Publisher ©1975 ~ Reprinted by permission. Al rights reserved. OneLicense.net #A-726591

Please be seated. Let us open our hearts to receive what the Spirit is saying to God's people through hearing
of holy scriptures.

Psarm 145:8—15 Exaltabo te, Deus

The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, *
slow to anger and of great kindness.
The Lord is loving to everyone *
and his compassion is over all his works.
All your works praise you, O Lord, *
and your faithful servants bless you.
They make known the glory of your kingdom *
and speak of your power;
That the peoples may know of your power *
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; *
your dominion endures throughout all ages.
The Lord is faithful in all his words *
and merciful in all his deeds.

The Lord upholds all those who fall; *

he lifts up those who are bowed down.

Please remain seated for the reading of the Gospel.

Tue Hory GoOsPEL Matthew 11:16—19, 25-30

Priest  'The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to the crowd, “To what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting
in the marketplaces and calling to one another, “We played the flute for you, and you
did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.” For John came neither eating nor
drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of Man came eating and drinking,
and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!” Yet
wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of
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heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent
and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things
have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father,
and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to
reveal him. Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

Priest 'The Gospel of the Lord.
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE REFLECTION

The Celebrant says

God is in the midst of the city — our refuge and strength, our very present help. I invite
you now to be present to God in our midst through a period of silence that will end
when music begins to play.”

Place your feet firmly on the ground. Let your thoughts, prayers, and concerns come
and go. You may close your eyes or focus on an object or image in front of you.

Remember God’s words to the Psalmist — Be still and know that I am God ... Be still
and know that I am ... Be still and know ... Bestill ... Be ...

Please remain seated.
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Words: © Copyright 1992 Hope Publishing Company; Music: © Copyright 2005 Kevin Mayhew
Ltd. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved. CCL #11426131; onelicense.net # 726591-A
Please stand.
CoLLECT

Lord of heaven and earth, whose Son came eating and drinking, exposing the rivalry
that tears the world apart: may we share his feast and friendship and lay our burdens
in his liberating arms; through Jesus Christ, Wisdom’s child. Amen.

TaE NIceNE CREED

Let us join the tradition of the saints who have gone before us, affirming our faith
together by saying the ancient words of the Nicene Creed.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven



and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped
and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

INTERCESSIONS

77?6 intercessor Sﬂy.f

Lord, may we bear the fruits of your Spirit:

Give us love, that boundless, healing energy which transforms the world.
Give us joy,

Because no darkness or evil can overcome you. Silence

Give us peace,
To quiet our hearts, and to free us from bitterness. Silence

Give us patience,
To go on following you even when it is hard. Silence

Give us kindness,
To reach out to our neighbor and to the person who needs to be loved. Sifence

Give us goodness,
To give with a generous heart and without ulterior motive. Silence

Give us faithfulness,
To stay at your side, come what may. Silence

Give us gentleness,
To respect the freedom and integrity of others. Silence

Give us self-control,
To see our weaknesses and overcome them in your strength. Silence

Lord, may we bear the fruits of your Spirit. Amen.
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CONFESSION
The intercessor continues
You prepare a place for us; we refuse your invitation. Lord have mercy.

Lord have mercy.

Your table is open to all; we keep it for ourselves. Christ have mercy.
Christ have mercy.

Your welcome is wild; we are caged by fear. Lord have mercy.
Lord have mercy.

ABSOLUTION
The Celebrant says

Through the cross of Christ, God have mercy on you, pardon you and set you free.
Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. God strengthen you in all goodness and
keep you in life eternal. Amen.

S1LENT PRAYER AND CANDLE LIGHTING

The Celebrant will be available to anoint with oil all those who wish to come forward for
healing prayer.

Following the Intercessions during the instrumental music, you are welcome to come forward
to light a votive candle as a symbol of your prayer. As we see others light candles, we recognize
that we are all carrying prayer concerns known to us alone, and we are reminded ro treat one
another with kindness and care. Tapers and votives are located ro the right of the altar and in
front of the transept to the left. Please feel free to go to either of these places to light a candle.

ConNcLUDING COLLECT

Spirit of God, Lord and Giver of Life, moving between us and around, like wind or
water or fire; breathe into us your freshness that we may awake; cleanse our vision that
we may see more clearly; kindle our senses that we may feel more sharply; and give us
the courage to live as you would have us live, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE PeEACE
The Celebrant says
The Spirit bears fruit in love, joy, patience, faithfulness, gentleness and self control; to
each the Spirit is given for the common good of all.
Celebrant 'The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People  And also with you.

The people greet one another in the name of the Lord.
1o support the ministry outreach of the 0 '-if-" @
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Cathedral, please scan to donate.




OFFERTORY HYMN
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GRACE IN ESSENCE ~ Celtic Hymn Book; Words: John L. Bell & Graham Maule, Music: John L. Bell ©
2005 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCL# 11426131. onelicense.net # 726591-A

The Holy Communion

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Celebrant 'The Lord be with you.

People  And also with you.

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.

People  We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

God of wind and flame, we praise your wild beauty flying free in the shining air. Your
Spirit nurtured life in outrageous diversity; she raised up judges to protect the weak,
made kings dance in ecstasy, and prophets burn with holy anger. Through the Spirit,



the Word became flesh and the world was called to hear his voice; she drove him to the
desert his first sure step to victory over death and division.

When he left his followers, she was poured out on all flesh and crossed the line between
male and female, slave and free, Jew and gentile.

She is with us now, bringing Christ near, filling our worship, guiding us in hope.

Therefore, with all God’s rainbow people, and all who have tasted the Spirit of life, with
the thirsty and the cold, and all who long to dream again, we worship your glory as
heaven touches earth:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

We ask that your Holy Spirit will fall upon us and upon these gifts, that these fragile,
earthly things may be to us the body and blood of our lord and brother, Jesus Christ;
who, on the night that he was betrayed, gathered with his faltering friends for a meal
that tasted of freedom. Calling them to his table, he took bread and broke it and said:
“This is my body, which is given for you. Do this to remember me.” In the same way
after supper, he took the cup saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do
this, whenever you drink it, to remember me.” As on that night, so here and now he
offers himself in touch and taste beyond all words can hold.

Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died
Christ is risen
Christ will come again.

Therefore, in our eating and drinking we are filled with the life-giving presence of
Christ; we proclaim him as creation’s host, transforming poverty into plenty in the
reckless generosity of love.

Inspire us with the hope that one day death and greed will be no more, and people without
number will come from east and west, north and south, to share the kingdom meal.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, by whom and with whom and in whom in
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory be yours, Mother of blessings, forever
and ever. AMEN.

TaE LorRD’S PRAYER

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,



Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Celebrant We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ;

People  We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread.
Celebrant  Bread and wine; the gifts of God for the people of God.

People  May we who share these gifts be found in Christ and Christ in us.

At the direction of the ushers you are invited to form a single line in the central aisle to receive Communion

in front of the altar.

The sacrament of Holy Communion has been precious to Christians for 2,000 years. It is a way in which
many sense the reality of God's forgiveness, our union with God and each other, and the eternal life to which
we belong. Please know that you do not have to be an Episcopalian to receive Communion. Receive the Bread
in the palm of your hand and the Wine either by drinking from the cup or by intinction, touching the Bread
to the Wine. Gluten-free Bread is available; simply ask. If you need Communion brought to you in the pew,
please tell an usher.

The People stand.

PraYER AFTER COMMUNION
Celebrant  Let us pray.
God revealed in the stranger’s approach and the bread of hospitality, in the message

of new life and the laughter of response: we thank you for this meal, this sharing in
yourself, and we pray that our communion might be broken apart for the world. Amen.

THE BLESSING

May the outrageous welcome of the Father accept us for who we are; may the incarnation
of the Word touch and hold us close; may the wandering of the Spirit help us risk
ourselves for love; and the blessing of God, Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer, be with
you this night and always. Amen.
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Text: ©1969, James Quinn, S. J. Reprinted in the Presbyterian Hymnal by permission of Geoffrey Chapman, a division of Cassell Publishers, Ltd., London AR
HYD'Y NOS, Welsh melody ca. 1784 ~ Presbyterian Hymnal No. 544 ~ All rights reserved ~ used with permission CCL# 11426131; onelicense.net # 726591-A

TaE DismissaL

Celebrant  God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit which
has been given to us. Go now in peace to pour out this love to the world.

Peaple  Thanks be to God.

CLosING Music
TrRADITIONAL IRISH TUNE

Portions of this service for the Intercessions: come from “Book of a Thousand Prayers, pg. 669 for the prayer for the evening; “Prayer at Night's
Approaching” by Jim Cotter, pg 112-113; for the The Blessing come from Prayer at Night's Approaching” by Jim Cotter, pg 117; and for
the Dismissal, are adapted from Claiborne, Shane; Wilson-Hartgrove, Jonathan; Okoro, Enuma. Common Prayer: A Liturgy for Ordinary
Radicals (p. 386). Zondervan. Kindle Edition.

Please be advised that our services are Livesteamed to Vimeo and Facebook. Your participation in the service serves as your consent to the broadcast
of your image and voice and to the broadcast of the image and voice of your participating minor children. Pursuant to Section 30.06, Penal Code
(trespass by license holder with a concealed handgun), a person licensed under Subchapter H, Chapter 411, Government Code (handgun licensing
law), may not enter this property with a concealed handgun. Pursuant to Section 30.07, Penal Code (trespass by license holder with an openly
carried handgun), a person licensed under Subchapter H, Chapter 411, Government Code (handgun licensing law), may not enter this property
with a handgun that is carried openly.

10



*,
°

Welcome
Sunday, July 5, 2026

Announcements

Celebrating Bob Simpson’s Ministry in Music ® After more than thirty years shaping the sound
of worship at Christ Church Cathedral, Canon for Music Bob Simpson is retiring, with his final
Sunday on July 12 before he leads the Cathedral Choir on tour at the American Cathedral in Paris.

Join us for two gatherings in his honor:

— a service of Choral Prayer for the Afternoon on Saturday, July 11 at 2 p.m.,
followed by a reception in Reynolds Hall

— Bob’s last Sunday the next morning, with a reception in Reynolds Hall between the 9
and 11 a.m. services. Both are open to all, in person and online. In the tradition of the

church, members are invited to make a financial gift in gratitude for a departing minister.

10 give, send a check with “Simpson Love Offering” in the memo line, or give online by selecting “Simpson

Love Offering” from the dropdown.

Venezuela Earthquakes: Give to Episcopal Relief and Development ® Following the devastating
earthquakes in Venezuela, we invite you to support Episcopal Relief and Development as they bring
aid to those affected. Give what you are able and hold our siblings in Christ in your prayers — you’'ll

find the donation link in our E-news and on Facebook, or visit episcopalrelief.org.

Cathedral Sees: "Stranger than Fiction" ® Join us for our next Cathedral Sees film outing! We'll be
seeing Stranger than Fiction, starring Will Ferrell and Emma Thompson, at the River Oaks Theatre
on Saturday, July 11 at 2:15 p.m. A perfect pick for our summer of books and literary figures,
the film follows Harold Crick, an IRS auditor whose ordinary life is upended when he realizes it’s
being narrated by an author famous for killing off her main characters. Watch as Harold races to
rewrite his own ending. Tickets must be purchased directly through The River Oaks Theatre. We

hope to see you there!

Summer Place Support ® We need your help! This summer, we are relying on individuals rather
than committees to provide setup and food contributions every week during Summer Place. Contact

Elizabeth Cuevas, Minister for Community, to sign up and help us host.

Episcopal Night at the Ballpark ® Mark your calendar for Wednesday, July 22, as the Houston
Astros take on the Marlins at Daikin Park! Join fellow Episcopalians for our annual pre-game party
at Christ Church Cathedral starting at 5 p.m., featuring complimentary hot dogs, chips, and drinks
before we head to the stadium for the 7:10 p.m. first pitch. Registration is required. See our website

calendar to buy tickets in the Episcopal section!

For more information on these events or to RSVP, visit christchurchcathedral.orglcalendar
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